
Constitution of Lanark and Carluke Choral Union

1. Title
The name of the society shall be Lanark and Carluke Choral Union hereinafter 
referred to as “the society”.

2. Objects
The objects of the society shall be to promote, develop and maintain public 
education in and preparation of the art and science of choral music in all its 
aspects by the presentation of public choral concerts and recitals; and by such 
ways as the society through its committee shall determine from time to time.

3. Powers
In furtherance of the objects but not otherwise the committee may exercise the 
following powers:
i. Power to raise funds and to invite contributions provided that in raising 

funds the committee shall not undertake any substantial permanent 
trading activities and shall conform to any relevant requirements of law.

ii. Power to buy, take on lease or exchange any property necessary for the 
achievement of the objects and to maintain it for use.

iii. Power subject to any consents required by law to borrow money and to 
charge all or part of the property of the society with repayment of the 
money to be borrowed.

iv. Power to appoint such persons (who shall not be members of the 
committee) as are necessary for the proper pursuit of the objects, 
including a musical director and accompanist.

v. Power to co-operate with other charities, voluntary bodies and statutory 
authorities operating in furtherance of the objects or of similar charitable 
purposes and to exchange information and advice with them.

vi. Power to establish or support any charitable trusts, associations or 
institutions formed for any or all of the objects.

vii. Power to appoint and constitute such advisory committees as the 
committee think fit.

viii. Power to do all other such things as are necessary for the achievement of 
the objects.

4. Membership
i.   Membership of the society is open to all within the area of association, 
regardless of nationality, political or religious beliefs, race or sexual orientation, 
who accept the aims of the society and pay the annual subscription
ii. Any person wishing to become a member of the society must sign, and submit 
to the society, a written application for membership.
iii. The committee may at its discretion refuse any application for 

membership.
iv. Any member wishing to withdraw from membership must sign and submit

to the society a written notice. On receipt by the society they will cease to 
be a member.

v. Any member may be expelled from membership by way of a resolution 
passed by majority vote at a general meeting providing at least 21 days 
notice of the proposed resolution has been given in writing to the member 



concerned. The member will be entitled to be heard on the resolution  at 
the general meeting at which the resolution is proposed.

vi. The annual subscription rate or rates shell be determined by the committee,
all subscriptions being payable in advance

5. Officers and Committee

The management of the society shall be in the hands of a committee consisting of 
a Chairperson, Hon Secretary, Hon Treasurer and not less than two other members
and not more than six other members; the officers and committee members shall 
be elected by and out of the society’s members at the Annual General Meeting; 
they shall hold office for one year and shall be eligible for re-election.
Any casual vacancy on the committee may be filled by the committee. Any person
appointed to fill such a vacancy shall hold office until the conclusion of the next 
Annual General Meeting of the society and shall be eligible for re-election at that 
meeting.
All acts and proceedings of any advisory committee appointed by the committee 
must be reported back to the committee as soon as possible. The terms of 
reference, powers, duration and composition of such advisory committee shall be 
determined by the committee.

6. Management
All arrangements for the concerts and other events, and the control of the finance 
shall be in the hands of the committee.

7. Finance

i. The financial year shall end on 30th April.
ii. A banking account shall be opened in the name of the society and all 

cheques shall be signed by not less than two of the authorised signatories, 
who cannot be related or resident at the same address.

iii. The society shall raise finance through fund raising events, subscriptions, 
donations, legacies, grants or ticket sales. Tickets for all or any of its 
concerts and other events shall be offered for sale to the public.

iv. The income and property of the society whencesoever derived shall be 
applied solely towards promoting the objects of the society as set forth 
above and no portion thereof shall  be paid or transferred either directly or 
indirectly to any member or members of the society except in payment of 
any legitimate expenses incurred on behalf of the society.

v. The treasurer shall keep proper paper accounts of the finances of the 
society. At the end of the financial year the treasurer will prepare an 
Annual Statement of Accounts.

vi. The accounts shall be independently examined at least once a year by the 
Independent Examiners appointed at the Annual General Meeting.

8. Dissolution

If the committee by a simple majority decide at any time on the grounds of 
expense or otherwise, that it is necessary to or advisable to dissolve the society, it 
shall call a Special General Meeting of the society. The society will be dissolved 



by a resolution to do so approved by a simple majority of those present at that 
meeting. Any assets remaining after the payment of proper debts and liabilities 
shall be transferred to an institution either registered as a charity or not so 
registered having similar objects to those of the society.

9. Meetings of the Society

i. Within 6 months of the end of the financial year the members shall be 
summoned to an Annual General Meeting of which at least 14 days notice 
shall be given.

ii. The Annual General Meeting will transact the following business:
1. The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting.
2. Consideration of the Annual Report provided by the committee.
3. Consideration of the Annual Statement of Accounts
4. Election of Honorary Officers and Committee.
5. Appointment of an Independent Examiner of Accounts.
6. Any other competent business.

iii. The quorum of Annual General Meetings and Special General Meetings 
shall be not less than one-third of the agreed voting membership. The 
quorum at a meeting of the committee shall be not less than two-thirds of 
the full members entitled to vote.

iv. Unless otherwise specified in this Constitution, all questions arising at any 
Meeting shall be decided by a simple majority of those present and entitled
to vote. In the event of a tie the Chairperson has the casting vote.      

v. The minutes of the committee meetings shall contain a record of all 
proceedings, resolutions and decisions. These minutes shall be available to
the members at all times.

vi. The Chairperson of the society may at any time at her/his discretion, and 
shall, within fourteen days of receiving a written request by not less than 
one-third of members having the right to vote and giving reason for the 
request, call a Special General Meeting of the society for the purpose of 
altering the constitution or of considering any matter which may be 
referred to her/him by the said proportion of members or by the committee
or for any other purpose. The proposed changes to the constitution or other
matter to be considered at this Special General Meeting shall be distributed
in writing to the membership at least fourteen days prior to the date of the 
Special General Meeting.

10. Amendments to the Constitution

                 Alterations to the constitution may, in addition to the provisions of 
                 paragraph 9 (vi) above , be proposed at the Annual General Meeting. The 
                 proposed alteration must be distributed in writing along with the official 
                 notification of the meeting to the membership at least fourteen days before 
                 the meeting. Any alteration to the constitution either at an Annual General
                 Meeting or at a Special General Meeting will require the approval of two-
                 thirds of those present and eligible to vote.
           

Adopted 05 Sept 2016


